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For Immediate Release

Artishow 2017 Animates Victoria Hotels with Displays of Fine Art

Victoria, B.C. – Until the end of October, Victoria’s premier hotels will transform their lobbies into intimate galleries showcasing works by Artishow’s ‘Artists in Residence’.  Artishow was the brainchild of Kerry Liggins and Oak Bay‘s Art Laureate, Barbara Adams. Their highly successful program features 20 prominent local artists setting up their easels, sketchbooks or carving tools at participating hotels in downtown Victoria and Oak Bay.
“People visiting Victoria want experiences that engage their senses,” says Paul Nursey, President and CEO of Tourism Victoria. “Our hoteliers have graciously provided space for the region’s arts community to showcase the work of our talented artists to visitors from around the world.”

Artishow was founded in 2010 by Barbara Adams and Kerry Liggins, who set out to create a reputation for Victoria as a “city of artists.”  As volunteers, both Liggins and Adams established a relationship between the tourism industry, artists and the public.  ‘We are extremely pleased with the evolution of Aritshow. We have had a great response and feel proud of how well it has been received.” 
Earlier this year Liggins and Adams moved onto other projects, feeling it was time to pass the program over to the Victoria Arts Council (VAC) whose mandate is in line with their goals and have the resources to expand the program in 2018 to include more hotels and other venues throughout the year.

“We’re really excited to take on Artishow, we know the artists really appreciate the opportunity to get out of their studios and showcase their artwork in highly visible venues to tourists and the general public”, says Stephanie Esiebraun, Executive Director of VAC.
Artists in Residence work publicly in lobbies on selected days and times for an average one-month stint each. Participating hotels for the 2017  year are the Hotel Grand Pacific, Delta Victoria Ocean Pointe Resort & Spa, Parkside Hotel & Spa and Oak Bay Beach Hotel.
Artist in Residence:

DELTA OCEAN POINTE RESORT 100 Harbour Road 250-360-2999
May: Donna Williams June: Zeno Friesen July: Deborah Czernecky August: Beth Partridge September: Maureen Ness October: Susan Purney Mark
HOTEL GRAND PACIFIC
463 Belleville Street 250-386-0450
July: Caroline Scagel August: German Jaramillo- Mckenzie
PARKSIDE HOTEL & SPA
810 Humboldt Street 250-940-1200
June: Kristofer Parley July: Valerie Rolfe August: Luke Garrison September: Roger Jackson October: Andrew Glenn
OAK BAY BEACH HOTEL
1175 Beach Drive 250-598-4556
May: Leslie Hunter June: Peter Van Giesen July: Wendy Oppelt August: Jennifer McIntyre September: Anne Bowen October: Lynda Lombardi
For more information please contact:
Stephanie Eisenbraun or Brin O’Hare, Victoria Arts Council
778-533-7123
artishowvictoria.ca
arts@victoriacouncil.ca
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Photo: Left to right: Stephanie Eisenbraun, Brin O’Hare, Kerry Liggins, Barbara Adams. 

Photo was taken at the Oak Bay Beach Hotel
